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Application No. Applicant(s) 

09/925,767 : KATAOKA GEORGE 

Art Unit 



Examiner 

Krishnan S Menon 



1723 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

| A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty [30) days will be cunsideit.nj timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S C. § 133) 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 March 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IE This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 7-35 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-35 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)ElAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .[3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional applicatioi 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper Nc.s, 

l i — i _ _ _ _ ._ _ i — i ... . . . . _ . . . — . 

I 2) i | Noiice of uraftsperson s rateni urawing Keview [r i u-y4oj t>j | | Notice or inrormai Kaienr Mppncanon inu- idj.i 

I 3) H Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) □ Other 
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Application/Control Number 09/925,767 Puu ^ 

Art Unit: 1723 

The f< >11< wing is a cjik >tati< >n ( >t 35 L*.S.( ]. 103''a) w hich t< inns the basis h >r .ill i • b \ p >usiu->s 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent mav not be obtained though the invention is not idenlicallv disclosed or described as set lurth m 
102 ot this title, li the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented aiul the prior art are mk h that the 
subject matter as a w hole would have been obvious at the time the invention w as made to a person having ordin n\ 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patent ability shall not be negatived bv the manner in u hu h the 
invention was made. 

The tactual inquiries set forth in (i)dhaw v. John Dcac fw, 383 U.S. U US USbO 459 ■ 19(»(>;, 
that are applied lor establishing a background tor determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 1<C) .i 
are summarised as to Hows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents ot the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness < >r 
nonobviousncss. 

1. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Xordskog U> 4,867, 993 ; . 

Xordskog (993) teaches all the elements of instant claim 7 as in claim 1 above, except the 
height of the blind frame being substantially twice that ot the open trame. I lowcvcr, it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time ot invention that the height ot the blind trame 
and the open frame is a matter of design preference and could be set any convenient value. 

2. Claims 8-10, 21-23, 25-27 and 29-31 rejected under 35 U.S.C. lU.Va: as being unpatentable o\ L -r 
Xordskog (US 4,867,993) in view of 1 laves (US 4,520,716;. 

Nordskf >g (993) teaches all the elements ( >f the instant claims as in claims- 1 ,uul Id ah' 'Ve 
and the plurality of connecting pieces integrally connecting the open trame and the blind trame 
together (the members between the accordion folds 30a in tig 5 as in instant claim 10,25.2 wl .md 
35; except for the reinforcing trame ot predetermined rigidity tormed on the blind trame and which 
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forms ;i cup holding frame. I laves (716) teaches the reint< >rcmg trame forming a cup h< >Lla* in a 
coffee maker filter (fig lb, 1 and 1 a) as in the instant claims. It would be obvious to one ot 1 >rdin.tr 
skill in the art at the time ot invention to use the teachings of I laves '~ 1 6 to have a cup holder 
incorporated into the teachings ot Nordskog (993) tor attaching the tiher on a o»ttee cup. 

3. Claims 13 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nordskog 
(US 4,867,993) in view of Haves (US 4,520,716) as applied to claims 8-10 above, and further in 
view uf koslow eta! (US 6.103.1 16). 

Nordskog (US 4,867,993) in view ot 1 laves (US 4,520,716) does not teach non woven tabn 
for the filter material as in instant claim 13 and 32-35. Koslow (I 16) teaches non woven fabric 
material for a similar coffee filter tor higher flow rates (col 4 lines 10-15). It would be obvious to 
one ot ordinary skill in the art at the time ot invention to use non-woven fabric as taught bv k< <>!■ 1 
(1 16) for obtaining higher flow rates, in the teachings ( >t Nordskt >g ; US 4,867,993) in view > <t I Ia\ , 
(US 4,520,716). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of rec< >rd and n< it relied up< m is C( msidered pertinent u > applicant'- 
disclosure. hollowing references teach collapsible filters similar to the instant invention: 

1 leexko (US 2002/0096055 Al); Yaltn (US 3,434,5X9); Close .'US 3,823,824:; Miya 'US 
5,894,786). 
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Any inquiry o nicrniin^ this o >mmumcati< ui or earlier unniiiuiiicitiMiis tn >m the examiner 
should he directed to krishnan S Menon whose telephone number is "( >3- 30 .v. 59 99. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
W anda L W alker can be reached on 703-308-04 57. The tax phone numbers tor the « avani/.nr mi 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 tor regular communicaTu uis and 
703-872-931 1 tor Arter Final communications. 

Anv inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0661. 



Krishnan S. Menon 
Patent Ivxaminer 
January 9, 2003 

vV WALKEh 
-UPERV'SORY PA TENT EXAMINER 



